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Is it really worth it?
I mean, why should you spend the time, effort and money to
find an authentic Montessori program for your child?
Wouldn’t it be easier to just find a good, basic preschool?
For me, the answer is easy - enrolling my children in a
Montessori program was one of the best decisions I made as
a parent. But, then again, I am a bit biased!
For most parents, however, the question remains: “What will
my child really get out of attending a Montessori school?”

Why Your Background Matters
I’m going to go out on a limb - my guess is that you did not attend a Montessori school when you
were a child.
This isn’t a problem, of course. You turned out just fine. But, as you consider early education
options for your child, your own educational experiences can make the decision a bit difficult.
At first glance, Montessori classrooms don’t look familiar to most people. There are no rows of
desks, no blackboards and no teaching to the entire class. The peaceful, calm environment, and the
hum of activity often intrigue parents with young children choosing their own activities and
concentrating deeply for long periods of time.
Montessori is so different, however, from traditional programs that it’s natural to leave a bit
perplexed. I mean, what is really going on here?

How Other Preschools Have It So Easy
I’ll admit it: I am a bit jealous that most preschools don’t have to spend a lot of time explaining what
they do to parents. The goal of the program is clear - to prepare children for a conventional
kindergarten program.
In a conventional school, your child will need basic academic skills, so they focus on “pre-reading
and pre-math” with workbooks, flash cards and rote memorization. Think ABC and 1-2-3.
In a conventional school, your child will need to adjust to the schedule of a traditional school, so
they have activities where everyone does this same thing at the same time. Think group art projects
where your child will learn to color within the lines.
In a conventional school, your child will need to learn how to pay attention to one teacher lecturing
to the group. Think long circle times with one teacher talking to all the children together.
There is nothing wrong with this, of course. In a Montessori classroom, however, we believe your
child deserves more than education that focuses on all aspects him as a human being.
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How Montessori Is
Different: A Three
Word Answer

Education For Life
Rather than just preparing your child for the next step in school, we seek to support his
academic, social, emotional, intellectual and spiritual development. We want him to be
successful at life in the future, not just in kindergarten.
Take a second to imagine your child twenty years from now. What skills will he need to be
successful in college, his chosen profession and in life in general?
Here is a primer. He will need to:
- Know how to regulate his behavior
- Control his impulses
- Learn to plan and strategize
- Hone the ability to problem solve
- Learn to be flexible and course-correct when necessary
- Learn to take initiative
- Develop responsibility
- Engage in depth-based thinking requiring long periods of concentration
- Work collaboratively with peers on projects
Researchers who study the traits of successful adults coined the term for these skills:
“executive functions”.
These executive function skills, that are so important to life’s success, must be continually
developed, day in and day out, or else they will not materialize. They result from the way an
activity is done and the time spent doing it – pushing oneself to do better and better.
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The Link Between Montessori and Executive Functions
Research comparing children attending inner-city Montessori schools with those attending traditional
schools was conducted by University of Virginia professor, Dr. Angeline Lillard, and was published in
the prestigious journal, Science, in September 2006.
The result?
Montessori students rated higher on “executive function skills”- skills like selective attention, selfcontrol, problem solving, reasoning and not getting into trouble.
On behavioral and social tests, 5 year old Montessori children scored higher than their peers from
conventional schools, showing that they had a greater sense of fairness and justice; out on the
playground, they were more likely to engage more in emotionally positive play with their peers and
less in rough housing.
And, yes, your child will still be ready academically for elementary school, whether in Montessori or
any other program. The same study found that among the 5 year olds who were studied, Montessori
children were better prepared to enter first grade with stronger reading and math skills than children
in traditional schools.

The Choice Is Yours
Is Montessori worth it? You decide. You, as the parent, are charged with raising your child in the best
way you see fit. What do you value? What kind of adult do you want your child to become? There are
a multitude of options available to you. Think carefully and choose well.

Fiore Montessori School
1629 Beulah Road, Vienna, VA 22182
703-319-2069

www.fioremontessori.com
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